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the various, yet accurate display of definition, and the rich collection of authorities, were reserved for the superior mind of our great philologist1. For the mechanical part he employed, as he told me, six amanuenses ; and let it be remembered by the natives of North-Britain, to whom he is supposed to have been so hostile, that five of them were of that country. There were two Messieurs Macbean ; Mr. Shiels, who we shall hereafter see partly wrote the Lives of the Poets to which the name of Gibber is affixed2; Mr. Stewart, son of Mr. George Stewart, bookseller at Edinburgh ; and a Mr. Maitland. The sixth of these humble assistants was Mr. Peyton, who, I believe, taught French, and published some elementary tracts.
To all these painful labourers, Johnson shewed a never-ceasing kindness, so far as they stood in need of it. The elder Mr. Macbean had afterwards the honour of being Librarian to Archibald, Duke of Argylc, for many years, but was left without a shilling. Johnson wrote for him a Preface to A System of Ancient Geography; and, by the favour of Lord Thurlow, got him admitted a poor brother of the Charterhouse3. For Shiels, who died of a consumption, he had much tenderness; and it has been thought that some choice sentences in the Lives of the Poets were supplied by him'*. Peyton, when reduced to penury, had frequent aid from the bounty of Johnson, who at last was at the expense of burying both him and his wife5.
1 'The etymology, so far as it is     for his learning I respect him, and I
yet known, was easily found in the     wish to serve him.    He knows many
volumes where it is particularly and     languages, and  knows  them well;
professedly delivered . . . But to COL-     but he knows nothing of life.    I ad-
LECT  the  WORDS  of our language     vised him to write a geographical
was a task of greater difficulty:   the     dictionary; but I have lost all hopes
deficiency of dictionaries was imme-     of his ever doing anything properly,
diately apparent ;   and   when   they     since   I   found   he   gave  as  much
were exhausted, what was yet want-     labour to Capua as to Rome.'   Mme.
ing must be sought by fortuitous and     D'Arblay's Diary, i. 114.     See fast,
unguidcd excursions into books, and     beginning   of  1773,   and   Oct.  24,
gleaned as industry should find, or     1780.
chance should offer it, in the bound-        4 Boswell is speaking of the book
less chaos of a living speech.'   John-     published under the name of Gibber
son's Works, v. 31.                                mentioned above, but 'entirely com-
* See fast, under April  10,  1776.     piled,'   according    to   Johnson,   by
BOSWELL.                                             Shiels.    See/otf, April 10, 1776.
3'Mr. Macbean,' said Johnson in        s See Piozzi Letters, i. 312,  and
1778,' is aman of great learning, and    post, May 21, 1775, note.
Whilece to Shakespeare published eighteen years later, he describes Hanmer as 'A man, in my opinion, eminently qualified by nature for such studies.' Ib. p. 139. The editors of the Cambridge Shakespeare
